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About BD

BD is one of the largest global medical technology companies  
in the world and is advancing the world of health by improving 
medical discovery, diagnostics and the delivery of care.  

The company develops innovative technology, services and 
solutions that help advance both clinical therapy for patients 
and clinical process for health care providers.  

BD and its 65,000 employees have a passion and commitment 
to help improve patient outcomes, improve the safety and 
efficiency of clinicians’ care delivery process, enable laboratory 
scientists to better diagnose disease and advance researchers’ 
capabilities to develop the next generation of diagnostics  
and therapeutics.  

BD has a presence in virtually every country and partners with 
organisations around the world to address some of the most 
challenging global health issues. 

BD helps customers enhance outcomes, lower costs, increase 
efficiencies, improve safety and expand access to health care. 
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Patient
Safety

At BD, just like you, we believe there should be  
no compromises when it comes to health.



At BD, just like our customers, we believe 
there should be no compromise in health. 
We have been here for 120 years and have always  
been dedicated to supporting healthcare workers.

Today, with our Patient Safety programme, we are  
committed to helping our customers and supporting 
 them in building a culture of safety. 

Today, we provide our healthcare professionals with 
solutions (technologies, services and capabilities)  
that address healthcare-acquired infection, sepsis 
diagnosis, treatment management, antimicrobial 
stewardship implementation and medication  
error prevention. 

Today, we are helping our customers provide  
safer care. 
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1 in 15 patients acquire  
an HAI when entering  
a European hospital.1

Defining Patient Safety

What is Patient Safety?2

Patient Safety is the prevention of errors and adverse effects  
to patients associated with healthcare.2

What is a Patient Safety event?
The working definition of a patient safety event is “an event  
which resulted in, or could have resulted in, unintended harm  
to a patient by an act of commission or omission, not due to  
the underlying medical condition of the patient.” 3

What is a culture of safety?
“An integrated pattern of individual and organisational behaviour, 
based upon shared beliefs and values that continuously seeks  
to minimise patient harm, which may result from the processes  
of care delivery.” 4



Patient Safety events  
and internal pressures
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19.6%
of all HAIs  
are SSIs.6 

 

€9,560-
17,434

estimated incremental  
cost of an SSI per patient,  

in the Eurozone.7

19.0%
of all HAIs are 

CAUTIs.6 

 

 £99million
annual estimated  

cost of CAUTIs  
in the UK.8

10.7%
of all HAIs  

are CRBSIs.6 

 

£2,949-
13,030

estimated additional  
cost of CRBSIs  
per patient.9
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HAI's in
numbers

Over 1 in 15 patients 
entering a European 
hospital acquire 
an HAI.10

Healthcare-associated  
infections are a heavy burden 
Among Patient Safety events are HAIs.  
They can occur at any stage of the  
patient journey in hospital. They are  
responsible for increased mortality  
and increased healthcare costs.

€7 billion
the estimated  
cost of HAIs  
across Europe  
each year.6

≈ 37,000
patients die  
as a direct  
consequence  
of HAIs in the  
EU each year.5
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